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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Missoula,  Montana 
December  1,  1962 

The  Honorable  Tim  Babcock 
Governor  of  Montana 
The  Capitol 
Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Governor  Babcock: 

In  compliance  with  the  provision  of  Section  44-129,  of  the  Revised  Codes  of 
Montana,  1947,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  biennial  report  of  the 
State  Library  Commission. 

Respectfully, 

Ruth  O.  Longworth 

Librarian 
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THE  FUTURE  OF  KNOWLEDGE 

"We  may  hope  for  the  steady  expansion  of  libraries  throughout  the  world.  No 
library  is  useless.  The  smallest  local  collection  of  books  may  contain  unique 
treasures  or  inspire  a  genius.  Every  library  is  an  assertion  of  man's  durable 
trust  in  intelligence  as  a  protection  against  irrationalism,  force,  time,  and  death. 
A  town  or  church  or  school  without  an  adequate  collection  of  books  is  only 
half  alive.  Indeed,  libraries  are  far  more  necessary  now  than  benefactors  like 
Carnegie  ever  imagined,  because,  in  the  constantly  growing  flood  of  useless 
and  distracting  appeals  to  our  surface  attention,  they  provide  a  place  to  rest, 
be  quiet,  step  off  the  moving  platform  of  the  Moment,  and  think." 

■ — Gilbert  Highet  in  Man's  Unconquerable  Mind. 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 
STATEMENT  OF  POLICY 

The  Montana  State  Library  Commission  believes  that  an  enlightened  citizenry  constitutes  the  foun- 
dation of  democracy,  and  that  every  resident  in  Montana  should  have  the  opportunity  to  foster  his  own 
development  in  pursuit  of  education  throughout  his  life; 

That  all  libraries  are  intrinsic  to  education  and  that  the  community  library  is  a  vital  and  integral  part 
of  the  community's  total  educational  resources; 

That  the  primary  function  of  the  public  library  is  to  serve  as  an  essential,  cultural,  informational  and 
educational  resource  for  all  of  its  residents  regardless  of  age,  race,  creed  and  occupation. 


RESPONSIBILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 


The  State  Library  Commission  exists  to  provide 
library  leadership  in  the  state  and  is  charged  by 
law:  "to  give  assistance  and  advice  to  all  libraries 
in  the  state  and  to  all  communities  in  the  state 
which  may  propose  to  establish  libraries,  as  to 
the  best  means  of  establishing  and  administering 
such  libraries,  or  improving  established  libraries, 
and  aiding  in  the  establishment  of  traveling  li- 
braries." 

The  State  Library  provides  advisory  and  tech- 
nical service  to  all  of  the  libraries  in  the  state 
which  require  assistance  and  advice  in  admin- 
istration and  library  techniques,  provides  reliable 
bibliographic,  reference  and  book  loan  service  to 
supplement  local  library  service,  and  in  areas 
where  there  are  no  local  library  facilities,  gives 
direct  loan  of  books  and  materials  to  individuals. 

It  underwrites  costs  of  services  to  the  blind  of 
Montana,  administered  regionally  by  the  Seattle 
Public  Library. 

It  gives  assistance  in  organizing  libraries  into 
larger  units  of  service  called  federations  of  li- 
braries, assists  municipal  libraries  to  extend  serv- 
ices into  rural  areas  and  where  no  library  service 
exists,  helps  in  planning  such  service  through 
cooperation  with  a  nearby  strong  existing  library. 

It  serves  as  a  clearing  house  for  all  library 
problems   and   strives   to   develop   good   library 


service  through  legislative  planning,  information, 
cooperation  among  libraries  and  legislative  bodies. 
The  Commission  is  authorized  to: 

Act  as  a  state  board  of  professional  standards 
and  library  examiners;  accept  and  administer 
funds  or  property  from  the  federal  government 
and  other  agencies. 

Obtain  statistical  reports  from  all  of  the  li- 
braries in  the  state. 

Make  a  biennial  report  to  the  Governor  on 
the  above  statistics  and  on  the  work  of  the 
State  Agency,  with  such  recommendations  as 
it  may  deem  proper. 

Employ  as  its  executive  officer  a  librarian 
who  shall  be  a  graduate  of  an  accredited  li- 
brary school  and  who  shall  have  full  responsi- 
bility for  carrying  out  the  program  of  the 
Commission,  in  accordance  with  the  policy 
set  by  the  Commission. 

The  State  Library  administers  the  funds  avail- 
able to  Montana  since  1957  under  the  Library 
Services  Act.  The  significant  record  of  achieve- 
ment offered  in  this  report  has  been  possible 
through  the  LSA  program,  for  with  two  exceptions, 
Montana's  state  library  receives  the  least  state 
support  of  all  the  states  and  territories. 


SERVICES 


The  Commission  is  pleased  to  present  the 
following  tabulation  of  services: 

ADVISORY  ASSISTANCE 

During  the  past  two  years,  the  staff  made  214 
consultative  visits  to  libraries,  giving  on-the-job 
help  with  library  problems,  consulted  with  285 
groups  and  individuals  to  discuss  improved  li- 
brary service,  conducted  25  workshops  concerned 
with  ways  and  means  to  improve  services  in  the 
local  areas,  attended  114  public  meetings,  on 
many  of  which  a  member  of  the  staff  participated 
as  guest  speaker,  traveling  approximately  40,300 
miles.  Many  of  the  visits  were  in  areas  where 
interest  was  evinced  in  extending  service  from  a 
city  library  out  into  the  county,  or  in  becoming 
a  part  of  a  federation  of  libraries.  Not  tabulated 
above  are  regular  meetings  with  the  three  existing 
federations  of  libraries:  Northwest  Montana,  Great 
Falls  and  Sagebrush  federation  of  libraries.  Prog- 
ress in  these  library  systems  is  reported  on  page 
12. 

Public  Library  Film  Service 

The  State-wide  public  library  film  service  has 
had  ever  increasing  use  and  has  been  much 
appreciated  in  many  communities.  Films  in  the 
collection  total  96,  and  these  were  borrowed  363 
times  last  year.  Costs  were  paid  for  a  two  year 
period  from  Library  Services  Act  funds.  At  present, 
much  of  the  cost  is  paid  by  subscription  from  the 
public  libraries  in  the  state. 

Publications 

The  State  Library  publishes  a  quarterly,  MON- 
TANA LIBRARIES  and  a  monthly  newsletter  which 
is  mailed  regularly  to  librarians,  trustees,  Friends 
of  the  Library,  newspapers,  radio  and  TV  stations 
and  to  all  state  library  agencies.  Other  publica- 
tions: 

Statement  of  Policy 

Library  Directory  of  Montana 

The  Library  Services  Act  in  Montana 

Manual  for  Public  Libraries 

Montana  Library  Laws  (Revised) 

Montana  Library  Trustees  Pocket  Handbook 

Trustees  Manual 

The  Library  Image;  a  Manual  of  Library 

Interpretation 
Books  About  Montana  and  the  West 
How  Montana  State  Library  Serves  You 

(Brochure) 
Five  Years  Under  the  Library  Services  Act 
Education  for  Civic  Responsibility 
Program  Planning  Workshop 


Direct  Book  Service 

The  State  Library  lends  books,  pamphlets  and 
magazines  to  public  libraries,  individuals  and  to 
schools.  These  are  sent  upon  request:  to  individ- 
uals without  access  to  local  library  service,  to 
county,  city,  community  or  systems  of  libraries  to 
supplement  their  collections;  to  school  libraries 
without  local  public  library  service  by  providing 
additional  reading  to  supplement  school  collec- 
tions, and  to  state  institutions. 

The  total  for  the  past  two  fiscal  years  of  68,327 
books  sent  out  from  the  State  Agency  represents 
the  number  of  transactions  at  Headquarters  and 
not  the  number  of  books  loaned  to  patrons.  The 
figure  would  be  increased  many  times  if  there 
were  records  available  of  the  use  and  circulation 
of  each  book  after  it  leaves  Headquarters.  The 
State  Library's  book  collection  totals  51,052,  with 
7,149  added  during  fiscal  '61  and  5,797  books  in 
fiscal  '62. 

Books  For  The  Blind 

The  1955  Legislative  Assembly  granted  a  line 
appropriation  of  $3,600  a  year  to  cover  the  cost 
of  servicing  the  blind  readers  in  Montana.  The 
1957  Assembly  allowed  the  same  appropriation. 
The  Seattle  Public  Library  is  the  U.  S.  Depository 
for  braille  and  talking  books  for  the  states  of 
Washington,  Montana  and  Alaska.  The  books 
are  free  to  the  readers  but  they  must  be  serviced 
by  staff.  Previous  to  1955  The  Seattle  Public  Li- 
brary had  carried  the  financial  burden  for  Mon- 
tana. 

At  the  present  time  the  Seattle  Library  for  the 
Blind  is  serving  576  active  Montana  borrowers. 
This  figure  includes  546  borrowers  using  talking 
books  and  30  borrowers  of  braille.  During  the 
fiscal  1962,  a  total  of  19,989  books  were  borrowed 
by  Montana  blind  readers. 

Legislative  Amendment 

The  1961  Legislative  Assembly  amended  the 
law  which  established  the  State  Agency.  The 
name  was  changed  to  State  Library  Commission 
and  the  title  of  Secretary  to  Librarian,  now  speci- 
fied as  the  administrative  officer  of  the  Commis- 
sion. Corrected  was  the  part  of  the  law  which  was 
at  odds  with  state  law,  which  stated  that  the  staff 
should  be  paid  actual  expenses  while  traveling. 
The  new  provision  is  for  per  diem  and  mileage  in 
accordance  with  the  state  law. 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES  ACT 


Major  Provisions 

The  original  Act  authorized  an  appropriation 
of  $7,500,000  annually  for  5  years  for  grants  to  the 
States  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  rural 
public  library  service. 

Rural  area  is  defined  as  any  place  of  10,000 
population  or  less,  according  to  latest  U.  S.  census. 
However,  funds  may  be  utilized  by  urban  libraries 
to  extend  service  to  rural  areas. 

Funds  under  a  State  plan  may  be  used  for 
salaries,  books  and  other  library  materials,  li- 
brary equipment,  and  other  operating  expenses, 
but  not  for  the  erection  of  buildings  or  purchase 
of  land. 

The  State  library  extension  agency  in  each 
State  prepares  and  submits  to  the  U.  S.  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  a  plan  which  will,  in  its  judg- 
ment, assure  the  use  of  the  funds  to  maximum 
advantage. 

"The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  interfere  with  State  and  local 
initiative  and  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
public  library  services." 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Library  Services  Act  in 
order  to  extend  for  5  years  the  authorization  for 
appropriations  and  for  other  purposes  was  signed 
by  the  President  on  August  31,  1960,  and  became 
Public  Law  86-679. 


The  Library  Services  Act  in  the 
Nation  After  5  Years 

Thirty-six  million  rural  people  now  have  new 
or  improved  public  library  services  available  to 
them  as  a  result  of  State  plans  under  the  Library 
Services  Act,  two  million  of  these  for  the  first  time 
through  county  and  regional  library  development 
projects. 

Approximately  115  rural  counties  and  over  120 
New  England  towns  formerly  without  any  public 
libraries  are  now  receiving  library  service.  There 
are  still  16  million  people  without  public  library 
services  in  rural  areas  and  205  rural  counties 
without  public  library  services  within  their  borders. 

State  funds  for  the  development  of  rural  public 
library  service  since  1956  have  increased  some  75 


percent  and  local  appropriations  for  rural  public 
libraries  have  increased  over  60  percent  since  that 
date. 

Greater  stress  is  being  placed  on  public  li- 
brary standards  so  that  the  quality  of  public 
library  services  is  being  substantially  improved 
in  many  communities.  Large  increases  in  library 
usage  have  resulted  from  the  availability  of  new 
books,  films,  recordings,  more  library  staff,  book- 
mobiles, and  added  library  branches  and  stations. 

More  than  8  million  books  and  other  informa- 
tional materials  have  been  added  to  the  resources 
of  rural  communities,  and  more  than  300  new 
bookmobiles  have  been  placed  in  operation  under 
the  Library  Services  Act. 

Strengthening  of  the  resources  and  services  of 
the  State  library  agencies  has  been  a  major  gain 
under  the  Act.  Some  115  field  consultants  have 
been  added  to  carry  out  the  programs  under  the 
State  plans. 

Growth  of  State  grant-in-aid  programs  to  public 
libraries  has  continued  during  this  5-year  period. 
New  programs  in  six  States — Colorado,  Florida, 
Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  New  Jersey,  and  Ore- 
gon— have  been  passed  since  the  beginning  and 
at  least  three  States — Kentucky,  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania — have  had  major  increases. 

To  help  in  meeting  the  problems  brought  about 
by  the  nationwide  shortage  of  trained  librarians, 
new  scholarship  projects  are  now  part  of  16  State 
plans — California,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Iowa,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Missouri,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  South  Caro- 
lina, South  Dakota,  Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

Appropriations  for  Montana 


Federal 
Fiscal  Year  Appropriations 

1 957 $40,000 

1958 $59,282 

1959 $63,486 

1960 $72,427 

1961 $72,427 

1 962 $73,006 

1963 $73,006 
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PROGRESS  IN  MONTANA 


Prior  to  1956  and  the  passage  of  the  Library- 
Services  Act,  there  were  a  few  small  but  effective 
county  systems  in  operation  in  Montana.  The 
predominant  pattern,  however,  was  that  of  scat- 
tered municipal  library  service  and  traditional 
"county  libraries,"  some  dating  back  to  1915. 
Small  and  in  most  cases  without  sufficient  staff 
and  financial  support,  these  libraries  found  it 
extremely  difficult  to  provide  adequate  service 
even  to  the  county  seat.  Their  extension  service 
was  either  nonexistent  or  merely  token.  Expendi- 
ture for  the  rural  areas  in  1956  totaled  $331,167. 

In  1956,  the  State  Agency  was  housed  in  an 
old  and  decrepit  frame  building  on  the  Montana 
State  University  campus,  in  two  small  crowded 
rooms  that  were  divided  by  the  office  of  the  State 
Correspondence  School.  Cramped  quarters,  poor 
lighting  and  leaking  steam  pipes  made  efficient 
operation  very  nearly  impossible.  The  staff  num- 
bered three  professionals  and  one  clerk  with  one 
part-time  student  help.  The  book  collection  totaled 
26,103  books  and  these  were  jammed  into  less 
than  900  square  feet.  The  yearly  budget  of  $21,507 
provided  a  very  low  salary  schedule  for  the  staff 
and  the  minimum  amount  for  travel.  Of  necessity 
services  were  largely  confined  to  the  shipment  of 
books  to  schools,  isolated  individuals  and  to  small 
libraries.  Publications  were  limited  to  the  quarterly 
periodical  "Montana  Libraries"  and  occasional 
mimeographed  releases,  sent  to  a  mailing  list  of 
about  350  people. 

Progress  under  LSA  over  the  past  six  years 
has  been  very  gratifying.  Montana's  Plan  pro- 
vides for  strengthening  the  State  Agency  and  for 
demonstrations  of  federations  of  libraries  through- 
out the  state.  We  were  one  of  the  first  states  to 
have  our  plan  approved  by  the  Office  of  Educa- 
tion. 

First,  the  need  for  adequate  housing  for  the 
State  Library  was  resolved.  We  have  moved  to 
spacious  quarters  (5000+  square  feet),  have 
streamlined  for  efficient  operation  by  providing 
equipment  and  office  machines  and  have  in- 
creased the  book  collection  to  51,052  volumes. 
Staff  has  grown  to  four  professionals  with  six 
clerical  assistants.  Services  have  been  tabulated 
in  another  portion  of  this  report.  Vastly  increased 
assistance,  through  consultative  visits,  workshops, 
publications  and  the  direct  loan  of  books  have 
been  possible  through  LSA  funds.  When  state 
support  can  pay  headquarters  costs  for  these 
welcome  services  to  the  entire  state,  the  federal 
funds  can  be  used  for  demonstrations  of  good  li- 
brary service,  patterned  after  the  successful 
federations  now  in  existence  in  the  state  in  three 
large  areas. 


Federations  of  Libraries 

The  Northwest  Montana  Federation  of  Libraries 

has  its  center  in  Libby,  Montana,  in  the  Lincoln 
County  Free  Library  with  Inez  Herrig,  Librarian, 
as  Coordinator.  Flathead  County  with  a  library 
in  Whitefish  and  two  libraries  in  Kalispell,  the 
Carnegie  Public  and  the  Flathead  County  Library, 
make  up  this  federation. 

Shared  bookmobile  service,  centralized  proc- 
essing, a  union  catalog,  a  revolving  collection  of 
books  and  regular  workshop  meetings  of  the  li- 
brarians and  board  members  have  made  dramatic 
improvements  in  the  library  picture  in  this  area. 
Circulation  in  1956  for  these  two  counties  totaled 
318,521.  In  1962  this  has  been  increased  to  508,783, 
a  gain  of  59  percent. 

The  Great  Falls  Federation  came  into  existence 
under  the  impetus  of  activity  generated  by  LSA 
but  without  benefit  of  federal  money  for  operation. 
All  costs  are  paid  by  local  taxes.  Cascade  and 
Pondera  counties  are  given  excellent  service  by 
the  strong  central  library  in  Great  Falls  under  the 
excellent  direction  of  Alma  Jacobs,  Librarian.  Here 
a  bookmobile  has  been  provided  by  federal  funds 
for  use  as  long  as  the  federation  exists.  Book 
circulation  in  1956,  prior  to  LSA,  was  265,301.  In 
1962  circulation  figures  total  531,241,  an  increase 
of  100  percent. 

Sagebrush  Federation  of  Libraries  is  located  in 
Eastern  Montana  with  Miles  City  in  Custer  County 
as  the  Center  and  with  capable  and  dedicated 
Clare  Smith  as  Coordinator.  This  federation  made 
headline  news  in  July  1962  when  it  became  self 
supporting  through  local  taxes.  Carter,  Custer, 
Fallon  and  Garfield  counties  now  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  additional  services.  Dawson 
County  joined  this  federation  in  July,  1961  and  the 
hope  is  that  this  county  will  continue  on  the  same 
basis  in  July  1963  when  their  period  of  demonstra- 
tion is  past.  Only  Powder  River  County  which 
was  also  part  of  the  demonstration  withdrew  after 
the  demonstration  ended.  In  this  area,  1956  statis- 
tics show  99,395  books  circulated.  The  figure  in 
1962  is  232,567,  showing  an  exciting  increase  of 
134  percent! 


SINCE  THE  BEGINNING  of  the  Library  Services 
Act,  four  bookmobiles  have  been  purchased  and 
offer  a  most  welcome  service.  One  county  with 
3,313  population  is  receiving  library  service  for 
the  first  time,  seventeen  counties  with  173,302 
people  now  have  greatly  improved  service.  Seven 
counties  have  secured  county  tax  where  earlier 
no  tax  was  levied.  Local  rural  funds  throughout 
the  state  show  a  38  percent  increase  over  1956. 
State  funds  have  increased  116  percent  since  that 
date. 
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LIBRARY  DEVELOPMENT  IN  MONTANA 


MONTANA  FEDERATIONS  OF  LIBRARIES 


A.  Northwest 

MRS.  INEZ  HERRIG,  Libby,  Coordinator 

Flathead  County 

Flathead  County  Library — Kalispell 
Kalispell  Carnegie  City  Library 
Whitefish  Public  Library 

Lincoln  County 

Lincoln  County  Free  Library — Libby 


C.  Sagebrush 


B.  Great  Falls 

MRS.  ALMA  JACOBS,  Great  Falls, 
Coordinator 

Cascade  County 

Belt  Public  Library 

Cascade  Wedsworth  Memorial  Library 

Great  Falls  Public  Library 

Westside  Branch  Library 

Pondera  County 

Conrad  Public  Library 
Valier  Public  Library 


MRS.  CLARE  M.  SMITH,  Miles  City, 
Coordinator 

Carter  County 

Bookmobile  Service 

Custer  County 

Miles  City  Carnegie  Public  Library 

Fallon  County 

Fallon  County  Free  Library — Baker 

Dawson  County 

Glendive  Public  Library 

Garfield  County 

Garfield  County  Free  Library — Jordan 
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PRICES  OF  LIBRARY  MATERIALS 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDUCATION.  AND  WELFARE 

Library  Services  Branch.  Office  of  Education,  and  The  Office  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  (for  Legislation) 
Charts  Prepared  for  the  1962  Hearings  to  Amend  the  Library  Services  Act  (H.R.  11823) 


The  Nation's  investment  in  public  libraries  is 
a  most  direct  and  effective  investment  in  our  vital 
intellectual  resources.  Historically,  the  public  li- 
brary has  served  as  both  school  and  college  for 
millions  of  Americans.  Increasingly,  the  well- 
stocked  library  is  a  source  of  books  and  materials 
required  to  keep  abreast  of  technological  and  pro- 
fessional advances  in  a  wide  range  of  essential 
occupations  .  .  .  Good,  modern  public  libraries 
play  an  important  role  in  the  whole  spectrum  of 
adult  and  continuing  education,  with  tangible 
benefits  to  business,  industry,  and  the  professions. 

Our  libraries  are  struggling  to  keep  pace  with 
a  population  that  is  growing  by  three  million 
persons  each  year  and  with  book  and  periodical 
prices  that  are  rising  more  rapidly  than  consumer 
prices  generally.  Our  major  library  needs  today 
are  not  limited  to  rural  areas  ...  120  million  of 
our  population  have  inadequate  library  services 
or  none  at  all.  One-half  of  these  are  in  urban 
areas. 


Standards  for  library  services  for  the  public 
and  for  students  in  schools  and  colleges  have 
been  developed  by  The  American  Library  As- 
sociation after  careful  study.  We  regard  them  as 
being  sound  judgments  of  desirable  levels  of 
service.  About  two-thirds  of  all  the  elementary 
schools  in  the  country  are  without  libraries,  and 
many  college  libraries  are  inadequate.  Such  in- 
adequate school  libraries  place  additional,  and 
often  very  severe,  burdens  on  the  public  libraries 

Books  and  buildings  alone  do  not  make  a  li- 
brary. Men  and  women  of  high  professional  ability 
are  required,  with  sufficient  supporting  staff,  to 
plan  and  carry  out  library  development  and 
services.  .  .  . 

(Excerpts  from  statements  by  Sterling  M.  McMur- 
rin,  Commissioner  of  Education,  and  Wilbur  J.  Co- 
hen, Assistant  Secretary  (for  Legislation). 


Index:     191*7-1*9=100    Prices  of  Library  Materials  and  of  Consumer  Goods  and  Services     index:  191*7-1*9=100 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


That  the  budget  request  as  presented  to  the  Director  of  the  Budget  be 
allowed,  thus  providing  sufficient  state  appropriation  to  pay  all  costs  of  the 
Library  Commission's  office,  its  library  and  its  services.  Then  all  federal  funds 
received  under  the  Library  Services  Act  may  be  used  to  assist  library  develop- 
ment in  local  areas  throughout  the  state.  The  present  state  appropriation 
provides  only  6V2  cents  per  capita. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  future  include  plans  for  the  following: 

Funds  that  will  provide  State  support  for  local  library  extension,  for  the 
establishment  of  additional  libraries  and  for  the  equalization  of  library  services. 

An  adequate  budget  to  permit  the  addition  of  a  library  supervisor  for 
institutional  libraries  in  the  state. 

Sufficient  state  funds  to  enable  the  state  library  to  become  both  a  technical 
processing  center  and  an  information  and  reference  center  for  the  state. 

A  certification  law  to  assure  qualified  library  personnel  in  Montana. 

Quarters  provided  in  Helena  in  or  near  the  Capitol  so  that  legislative 
reference  may  be  given  to  the  legislature  and  library  service  to  the  departments 
of  government. 
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STATE  APPROPRIATIONS 

STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSION 

1945-1947  Biennium 

1945-46  1946-47 

Salary  of  Secretary $  2,400.00  $  2,400.00 

Salary  of  Assistant -----           1 .500.00  1 ,500.00 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 4,000.00  4,300.00 

Supplies    500.0  1 ,000.00 

Equipment 600.00  200.00 

Travel  Expense  of  Secretary -          1,000.00  600.00 


$10,000.00                $10,000.00 
Total  for  Biennium $20,000.00 


1947-1949  Biennium 

1947-48  1948-49 

Salary  of  Secretary $  2,700.00  $  2,900.00 

Salary  of  Assistant 1,810.00  1 ,870.00 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 5,300.00  5,350.00 

Supplies    1,140.00  1,140.00 

Equipment --- 750.00  750.00 

Travel                                                                         800.00  800.00 

PERS -----            216.08  55.90 


$12,716.08               $12,865.90 
Total  for  Biennium $25,581.98 


1949-1951  Biennium 

1949-50  1950-51 

Salary  of  Secretary    __.._. $  3,200.00  $  3,200.00 

Salaries  of  Assistants 4,205.00  4,425.00 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 5,400.00  5,400.00 

Travel                                                                    -            --             800.00  800.00 

p.E.R.S ----- -            303. 1 2  324.00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures --             600.00  600.00 

Expenses ---             700.00  1,200.00 


$15,208.12                $15,949.00 
Total  for  Biennium $3 1 , 1 57. 1 2 


1951-1953  Biennium 

1951-52  1952-53 

Salary  of  Secretary    $  3,500.00  $  3,500.00 

Salaries  of  Assistants 4,800.00  4,800.00 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 4,000.00  4,000.00 

Salaries  of  Temporary  Employees __              500.00  500.00 

Travel                                                                         800.00  800.00 

p.E.R.S 212.00  344.12 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 250.00  250.00 

Expenses.... _ ----- - --             500.00  695.60 


$14,562.00                $14,889.72 
Total  for  Biennium $29,451.72 
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1953-1955  Biennium 

1953-54 

Salary  of  Secretary $  3,800.00 

Salaries  of  Assistants 5,000.00 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 4,000.00 

Salaries  of  Temporary  Employees 500.00 

Travel 700.00 

P.E.R.S 216.00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 360.00 

Expenses 1 , 1 00.00 


1954-55 

$  3,800.00 

5,000.00 

4,000.00 

500.00 

700.00 

216.00 

360.00 

1,100.00 


$15,676.00               $15,676.00 
Total  for  Biennium 


Salaries  and  Wages 

P.E.R.S 

Miscellaneous  and  Operation.. 
Capital  Outlay 


1955-1957  Biennium 

1955-56 

$14,500.00 

_._.  493.00 

2,664.00 

3,850.00 


1956-57 

$14,500.00 

493.00 

2,664.00 

3,850.00 


$21,507.00               $21,507.00 
Total  for  Biennium 


1957-1959  Biennium* 

1957-58 

Salaries  and  Wages $17,940.00 

Social  Security 425.00 

P.E.R.S.  _        __  673.00 

Services  to  the  Blind 3,600.00 

Repairs  and  Replacements 200.00 

Operation 4,035.00 

Capital  Outlay 4,300.00 


1958-59 

$17,940.00 

425.00 

673.00 

3,600.00 

200.00 

4,035.00 

4,300.00 


$31,173.00               $31,173.00 
Total  for  Biennium 


1959-1961  Biennium** 


P.E.R.S.  and  Social  Security- 
Salaries  and  Wages 

Services  to  the  Blind 

Repairs  and  Replacements- 
Operation 

Capital  Outlay 


1959-60 

5  1,097.00 

17,940.00 

3,600.00 

200.00 

4,035.00 

12,400.00 


1960-61 

$  1,097.00 

17,940.00 

3,600.00 

200.00 

4,035.00 

12,400.00 


$39,272.00               $39,272.00 
Total  for  Biennium 


Operation 

Capital 

Library  Services  to  the  Blind.. 


1961-1963  Biennium 

1961-62 

$27,735.00 

15,000.00 

3,600.00 


1962-63 

$27,735.00 

15,000.00 

3,600.00 


$46,335.00               $46,335.00 
Total  for  Biennium 


$31,352.00 


$43,014.00 


$62,346.00 


$78,544.00 


$92,670.00 


"The  increase  provided  in  this  biennium  was  to  pay  Montana's  share  for  Services  to  the  Blind  and  to  add  a  trained  Field  Consultant 
to  the  Headquarters  staff. 
"The  increase  here  was  specified  for  books.  No  provision  was  made  for  costs  of  Headquarters  maintenance  or  for  additional  staff. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY  STATISTICS  COVERING 
THE  YEAR  1961-1962 

Compilation  of  statistics  for  libraries  for  fiscal  1962  show: 

579,385  people  in  Montana  reside  in  an  area  where  there  is  library  service 
of  a  varying  degree. 

95,382  residents  are  unserved  except  through  direct  loan  from  the  State 
Library. 

Total  volumes  in  library  collections,  1,190,915;  (1.52  volume  per  capita). 

Library  materials  circulated  3,366,341,  an  increase  of  44  percent  over  the 
year  1956  when  the  Library  Services  Act  was  passed. 

Library  budgets,  both  urban  and  rural,  total  $945,420.44,  an  increase  of  40 
percent  over  1956. 

There  are  33  counties  with  county  libraries  (this  number  includes  counties 
which  have  contracted  for  service  with  a  city  system).  23  counties  are  unserved. 

Federations  of  Libraries 

Each  library  in  the  state  is  included  in  the  following  chart,  but  in  order  to 
give  a  better  picture  of  service  and  use  in  the  multi-county  systems,  the  follow- 
ing statistics  have  been  compiled: 

Great  Falls  Federation 

Area  4,302  sq.  miles 

Population  8 1 ,07 1 

Budget  $186,908 

Books  136,327 

Circulation 53 1 ,24 1 

Northwest  Federation 

Area  8,892  sq.  miles 

Population 45,502 

Budget  $  70,2 1 1 

Books  112,928 

Circulation _  508,783 

Sagebrush  Federation 

Area  _ 18,949  sq.  miles 

Population 36,524 

Budget  $  51,564 

Books  62, 1 77 

Circulation _  232,567 
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LITERARY  MONTANA 

Custer  Battlefield,  Little  Big  Horn  River,  Montana 
By  John  K.  Hutchens* 


As  every  American  Indian  schoolboy  knows, 
reversal  suffered  by  Gen.  George  Armstrong 
Custer  at  this  place  on  Sunday  afternoon,  June 
25,  1876,  left  only  two  survivors  on  the  non-Indian 
side — (1)  the  U.  S.  Army  horse  Comanche,  now  to 
be  seen  in  a  Kansas  museum,  finely  stuffed  and 
very  lifelike  but  incontestably  dead,  and  (2)  your 
correspondent,  who  stuffed  finely  with  Montana 
steak,  for  a  reasonable  fee  will  disclose  to  any 
student  of  Gen.  Custer's  misadventure  the  defini- 
tive story  thereof. 

No  takers?  Your  correspondent  had  feared  as 
much,  and  accordingly  has  occupied  his  holiday 
time  hereabouts  with  a  once-over  lightly  survey 
of  the  literary  scene  in  this  state  that  he  last 
observed  too  many  years  ago. 


Things  Happen 

The  Montana  literary  scene,  strikes  him  as 
exhilarating.  Oddly,  there  are  Montanans  who 
would  reject  that  salute.  Montana,  this  faction 
declares,  has  retreated  into  a  cultural  as  well  as 
political  isolationism;  at  the  very  least,  a  kind  of 
stultifying  indifference. 

Here  it  is,  the  Republic's  fourth  largest  State, 
about  three  and  a  half  times  the  size  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  with  a  population  only  a  bit  larger  than 
Pittsburg's.  That  is  to  say,  about  675,000  souls, 
thanks  to  huge  stretches  of  Rocky  Mountains  and 
far-reaching  plains  which  those  souls  justly  cher- 
ish but  do  not  find  exactly  habitable. 

They  Write 

This  enormous,  thinly  populated  area,  even 
when  a  Territory  on  the  way  to  Statehood,  had 
its  writers  and  readers.  Its  first  published  book, 
Thomas  J.  Dimsdale's  "The  Vigilantes  of  Mon- 
tana" (1865),  was  hailed  by  no  less  a  one  than 
Mark  Twain  as  the  "blood-thirstily  interesting" 
classic  it  turned  out  to  be. 

Wherever  you  look  out  here,  or  so  it  seems, 
someone  is  writing  a  book,  or  is  planning  to,  or 


has  just  finished  one.  Up  in  Great  Falls  is  A.  B. 
Guthrie,  Jr.,  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  author  of  "The 
Big  Sky,"  "The  Way  West,"  "These  Thousand 
Hills."  The  same  town  harbors  Dan  Cushman  of 
"Stay  Away  Joe!"  renown.  Over  in  Missoula  are 
the  greatly  talented  Dorothy  M.  Johnson,  who 
wrote  "Indian  Country"  and  "The  Hanging  Tree"; 
that  professorial  firecracker,  Montana  State  Uni- 
versity's Leslie  A.  Fiedler  ("Pull  Down  Vanity"); 
Marian  T.  Place,  a  topflight  writer  for  teenagers 
("Wild  Horse  Trap,"  "The  Copper  Kings  of  Mon- 
tana"); and  a  newcomer  to  the  bookstalls,  Virginia 
Weisel  Johnson,  granddaughter  of  a  noted  Mon- 
tana pioneer,  John  R.  Toole,  who  will  make  her 
debut  soon  with  the  first  full-fledged  biography  of 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  "The  Unregimented  Gen- 
eral." 

Bozeman  has  its  Naomi  Lane  Babson,  who 
wrote  the  fine  frontier  novel,  "I  Am  Lidian"  (1951), 
Cut  Bank  its  wise,  salty  Dan  Whetstone  ("Frontier 
Editor,"  1956),  Kalispell  its  mystery-writing  Mar- 
garet Scherf,  the  Bitter  Root  Valley  its  ageless  poet 
and  tireless  newspaper  woman,  Bessie  K.  Monroe. 

They  Read 

But  there  shouldn't  really  be  anything  astonish- 
ing about  all  this.  Statistics  say  that  the  printed 
word  is  esteemed  out  here.  The  State's  total  public 
library  book  stock  (not  including  the  State  Histori- 
cal Library)  was  1,131,561  as  of  1961,  and  these 
books  were  borrowed  3,087,457  times,  giving  Mon- 
tana the  highest  per  capita  book  use  rate  among 
all  Western  and  Mid-western  States.  Three  book- 
mobiles traveling  55,026  miles  circulated  1,200,508 
books  to  150,756  readers  in  rural  areas. 

And  what  do  Montanans  like  to  read?  About 
what  Americans  anywhere  like  to  read,  except 
that  Montanans  have  a  special  liking  for  books 
about  their  own  state  history,  says  Susan  Eaker, 
whose  sparkling  bookstore  in  Helena,  the  capitol 
city,  would  adorn  Fifth  Ave.  Mrs.  Ruth  O.  Long- 
worth,  Librarian  of  the  State  Library  Commission, 
agrees.  High  prices  of  hardcover  novels,  and  the 
wealth  of  good  paperbacks,  have  diminished  the 
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interest  in  new  fiction,  Miss  Ectker  adds,  though 
she  doesn't  take  much  nonsense  from  customers 
who  complain  about  those  prices. 

"Be  quiet,  Charlie,"  she  said  to  one  such  patron 
in  your  correspondent's  hearing.  "I  know  what 
you  pay  for  scotch." 

But  there  is  more  to  the  local  cultural  life  than 
this.  There  is  the  Montana  Institute  of  the  Arts, 
founded  in  1948  by  Harold  G.  Merriam,  Professor 
of  English  emeritus  at  Montana  State  University, 
who  from  1920  to  1939  made  American  literary 
history  as  publisher  of  "The  Frontier,"  later  "Fron- 
tier and  Midland,"  finest  of  western  "little  maga- 
zines." (Excerpts  from  the  historical  documents  it 
carried  will  appear  this  fall  as  "Frontier  Omni- 
bus," to  be  presented  by  the  Montana  State  Uni- 
versity Press). 

No  Ivory  Tower,  Thanks 

In  fourteen  cities  and  towns  throughout  the 
state  the  MIA  brings  together  more  than  700 
people  interested,  as  creators  or  audience,  in  the 


fine  arts,  music,  drama,  history,  writing.  It  holds 
an  annual  festival,  conducts  story  and  poetry 
contests,  sends  exhibits  of  the  arts  on  the  road, 
publishes  a  lively  quarterly.  The  mountains  are 
tall  here,  but  there  are  no  ivory  towers. 

To  many  a  Montanan  and  out-of-stater  Mon- 
tana's chief  literary  glory  is  the  library  of  the 
State  Historical  Society,  a  superb  collection  of 
some  50,000  items — rare  books,  documents,  manu- 
scripts, newspapers  and  other  published  and 
micro-filmed  material — available  to  any  serious 
student  under  the  auspices  of  the  knowledgeable, 
gracious  Miss  Mary  K.  Dempsey,  Chief  Librarian. 
How  many  writers  have  used  this  treasure  house 
there  is  no  telling,  but  it's  quite  certain  at  least  50 
books  have  been  written  that  would  not  have 
existed  without  this  source  that  their  authors  drew 
on,  together  with  the  Historical  Society's  1 1-year- 
old  Montana:  The  Magazine  of  Western  History, 
which  under  Michael  S.  Kennedy's  editorship  has 
few  peers  as  a  regional  periodical. 

Pittsburgh,  or  any  other  place  containing  only 
600,000-odd  citizens  should  be  so  lucky. 


"There  is  no  largely  literate  population  in  the  world  which 
is  poor  and  there  is  no  illiterate  population  which  is  otherwise." 

— John  K.  Galbraith,  Ambassador  to  India, 
in  "The  Unaffluent  Societies." 
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